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CUTTING edge thinking on how technology, innovation and redesign can tackle the big NHS problems will be detailed at an international conference in Edinburgh this week.

The conference is hosted by the UK’s Health and Infrastructure Research and Innovation Centre (HaCIRIC), the world’s largest research programme on innovation in healthcare infrastructure.  It draws researchers and speakers from across the world who are working on new ways to:

1. Shift care away from big hospitals nearer to home, via telecare and telehealth.

2. Protect patients from MRSA and other infections by redesigning hospital layout. 

3. Raise funds so Britain can continue to replace outdated, inefficient healthcare with 21st century facilities 

4. Reduce long-term disability because of strokes by redesigning services.

5. Cut carbon emissions from the NHS
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esign produces clear benefits.

The ‘Better Healthcare Through Better Infrastructure’ conference on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 September is hosted by HaCIRIC at the Balmoral Hotel, 1 Princes St, Edinburgh, EH2 2EQ. Media representatives are invited to attend. Thursday’s keynote address on ‘Plan Z for the NHS’ will set out the lessons from the private sector on how the NHS, Europe’s biggest employer, can shift to sustainability, dramatically reducing carbon emissions.

Professor Colin Gray, a HaCIRIC director, and one of the conference chairs, said:

‘The dilemmas are well-known – trying to meet increased demands for care while controlling rising costs, improving quality and raising productivity. We know that lasting solutions will require system redesign, involving new combinations of technology, services and infrastructure. HaCIRIC’s International Conference tackles these issues head-on with international presentations from the USA, Germany, Scotland, Serbia, Sweden, Australia and Italy.’

View the conference programme here:

 http://www.haciric.org/static/doc/events/HaCIRIC10%20Conference%20Programme.pdf
View the conference precedings here: 

http://www.haciric.org/static/doc/events/HaCIRIC10_Conference_Proceedings.pdf
Notes to Editors

The Health and Care Infrastructure Research and Innovation Centre (HaCIRIC) delivers world class research to support better healthcare through better infrastructure.  Our work tackles the key challenges that face today’s health and care systems. In particular, it helps them to meet expanding demand while also controlling costs, improving quality and raising productivity.

We are a collaboration between existing research centres at Imperial College London and the Universities of Loughborough, Reading and Salford. These partnerships, supported by funding from the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) have combined to make HaCIRIC the world’s largest research programme in healthcare infrastructure. 
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